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Hamily Name History

Calvani

Che Corsican surname Calvani most probably is a regional misspelling for
Galvani. The scholar De Cesari Rocca, an aukhoriky on Corsican surnames, in
his book "Armorial €Corse” wrikes that amongst the nobiliky of The island, the
Galvani family is one of the eldest and most imporkank. While ik is krue
that the Romans rekained a gens name which could be kraced ko the progenitor
of the lineage, the use of fixed heredikary family names in Italy and in
France, and consegquenkly in Corsica, is said ko dake from khe tenth and
eleventh centuries. However, it was nok unkil the mid-ninekeenth century
khat this process of adopking a fixed family name, was compleked. The family
name Galvani, of Ikalian origin, is classified as being of personal name
derivakion, According to scholars, the "oldest and most pervasive kype of
surname is thak derived from a given name”. $uch family names may be derived
from a parental firsk name or from the fonk name of the grandfather af the
original bearer of the surname. Mith regard ko the family name Galvani, this
is a name of ancienk English derivakion, originated from "Gawayne”, a Middle
English popular name, inkroduced from a French version of the Arkhurian
Romances, where the name was borne by one of the Rnights of the Round Tahle
who was the brokher of Galahad and Mordred and a nephew of Arthur.

Notable bearers of ¥he surname Galwvani include the famous Zuigi Galvani,
professor of anatomy and prackical medicine, who discovered animal
eleckriciky. He died in 1798.

BLAZON OF ARMS: Per pale; firsk azure, a cross pakriarchal pakiee argenk,
surmounked by an eagle volank recursank descendank in pale,
wings overkare, holding in its heak a
crescent or, with the poinks koward
the chief; second azure, a hoawer
or surmounted by three mulleis
argent, oneg and two.

CREST: Three ostrich plumes proper.

ORIGIN: ITALY
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